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Why grow potatoes?  If you have never tasted new potatoes direct from the ground and straight into the pot you have a treat in store that cannot be bought in any shop.  Down Road will grow good crops, providing that you have prepared your ground well before planting.

Some say that potatoes break up new ground.  

We say - Or is it the digging to put them in and then the digging to take them out?

Buying your seed potatoes
The only local suppliers that I know of where you get good variety and quality loose and can chose the individual seed potatoes are Brackenwood at Abbots Leigh, Cadbury at Congresbury and Garden Park at Tickenham. Consider buying your seed potatoes as soon as they arrive in the shop – January or early February. Using a tray or egg boxes set up each seed potato, “eyes” uppermost to promote the growth of strong green shoots (chitting) and store in a cool but well lit (not direct sun) position. Some say rub out extra shoots leaving the three or four strongest. I never do.    See varieties below.

Soil Preparation

I have found that getting the soil into that light  (only small lumps) condition leads to better crops which I put down to allowing the initial roots, on which the tubers will grow, to spread out further. I also find that if the soil is a little heavy and wet, trenching and filling with good garden compost and maybe some well rotted manure also works well. Soil should not have been recently limed. Sow the seed potatoes directly into the soil/compost 4/5in deep, chits uppermost and add some slug pellets before backfilling with soil. If you wait until the soil has started to warm up, you will not lose much if you keep your seed chitting. As the shoots start to appear through the soil, bank up the soil to lightly cover the shoots and create furrows. This should increase the yield and minimise the “greening” of tubers. The green is mildly poisonous.

Varieties

(Down Road)

What to chose - First earlies, Second earlies, or maincrop?

It is my observation that first earlies are the most difficult at Down Road because of preparing the soil early but if you can succeed then they are probably the best and earliest new potato. Maincrop stay in the ground much longer and are more susceptible to blight.  The economics of buying them versus the effort, preparation and storage in growing one’s own is more marginal.  It’s your choice.

Second earlies are probably your best choice, unless you have discovered something better.

There are literally hundreds of varieties. So what do you want most from your crop ? – new potato flavour, boiled, mashed, chipped, roasted etc.

This site may help you - http://www.lovepotatoes.co.uk/the-potato/potato-varieties/
At Down Road good growing and yield success has been had with the following varieties.

Earlies:      Arran Pilot, Foremost, Rocket 

Second Earlies:    Charlotte, Arran Pilot, Kestrel

Main crop:     Cara, Wilja, Romero, 

For Showing       White:  Winston,  Nadine     Coloured:   Kestrel, Maxine

How to Grow Advice from Thompson and Morgan

http://www.thompson-morgan.com/how-to-grow-potatoes-in-the-ground

Problems
Blight will probably be your biggest problem closely followed by slugs. Blight arrives with warm and humid conditions from early June. Make sure all tubers are always kept covered with soil.  Blight is an air-borne fungal disease, which starts by browning the extremities of the leaves and quickly progresses to the stems and then to the tubers, making them not be capable of lasting in storage. (They can even rot and smell in the soil).  . Once you spot it there is no cure. 

If more than a quarter of the leaves are affected, remove all the tops to stop the fungus getting to the tubers. Don’t compost the tops. Take them away from site. Removing the tops does have the disadvantage of reducing further tuber growth. 

Bordeaux Mixture sprayed onto the foliage before the first signs appear (Late May – early June) will help prevent or delay the onset of blight. 

Dobies of Devon suggest success in their tests with spraying the top growth with a 

mixture 1 part semi-skimmed milk to 7 parts water repeated weekly as a preventative treatment. 
Potato Blight Explained

Websites   http://www.allotment.org.uk/grow-your-own/vegetables/potatoes/blight
http://apps.rhs.org.uk/advicesearch/Profile.aspx?pid=217
Slugs also thrive in wet seasons. From experience slug bait at planting time does lower the population of burrowing slugs and red skinned varieties of potatoes do seem to be more resistant than the white. However once the haulm has died back the tuber stops growing and it is time to think about hardening the skins by lifting and leaving in the sun for a day or so, prior to storage. Leaving them in the ground longer can end up as a feast for slugs. 

See - http://www.bbc.co.uk/gardening/advice/pests_and_diseases/identifier.shtml?blight
Storing

If you are storing, try to lift the potatoes when the soil drops away easily from them.

Examine carefully each tuber after drying and skin hardening. Sort and retain any suspect potatoes for immediate use. Rub off dirt (not wash), store in hessian or a similar vented sack, in a cold, but frost free, place away from light.

You could store surplus potatoes as mash, roasted or chipped in your freezer.
 

This year I tried an experiment – when harvesting my first Charlotte root the soil was relatively dry. I carefully lifted the root in its entirety and carefully removed the new potatoes. I then replanted the root carefully and gave it a bucket of water. A few weeks later there was a second crop of small and delicate new potatoes.
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