Raspberry                             August 2012

There are two basic types.

Early or summer fruiting (summer when was that?) and Late or autumn fruiting.

Raspberries are always expensive to buy but are relatively easy to grow.

They are shallow rooted and like moist, water retentive, fertile, slightly acid soil that does not get waterlogged. Composted bark makes good mulch for raspberries as it is acidic. They are hungry feeders. They prefer a sunny position, but can tolerate some shading. 

Pruning

For Early types prune soon after fruiting. (probably August time)

Cut, at about soil level, all the OLD fruited canes and also the thin and weak canes leaving the best and strongest canes that grew this year. 

These will be fruit bearing next year. The fruit appears from low down to the tops of the canes. You will probably need to support these new canes through the winter to prevent them being damaged by winds etc.

You may need to remove “over high” tops before buds break open.

Give them manure or a general feed and keep soil moist in dry periods. 

For the Late types prune ALL canes down to near soil level after the leaves drop.  (December/January?) This type fruits on next year’s new canes. After pruning give a dressing of manure, or feed, as soon as winter starts to change to spring.  

Most fruit appears near the tops of the canes and is easier to pick.

Propagation

Identify your best canes during the fruiting season, if you are planning on propagating from them. Propagation is basically by carefully digging up and splitting and replanting in the dormant period. Plant 12-15in apart. The soil should have previously been de-weeded , dug over and manured. Cut back new canes to about 12in just above a bud and stop flowering and fruiting for the first year to build strength into the canes. 

Varieties

See the Scottish Crop Research Institute and the Malling – many sites available

Many summer are called “Glen  xxx”.     Examples “Glen Moy” early summer, “Glen Prosen” mid summer, “Malling Admiral” late summer, “Autumn Bliss” late autumn

Most of us probably do not know what variety we have.

http://www.chrisbowers.co.uk

Culinary

Jams well – may need a touch of pectin to prevent over-boiling to get a set.

Fresh fruit salad and summer pudding

Dressing on Pavlova 

Mixed in Ice-cream, yoghurt, milk shakes, etc

Freezes well – single layer on tray, bag after one hour (to prevent clumping)

Problems

You may need to net against the birds but this is a fag and current experience at Down Road is that it is not too much of a problem and maybe not worth the effort and expense.

Mildew

Generally few problems at Down Road except feeding and watering induced ones.
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