Slugs and Snails (and their Control)
These chaps are voracious feeders and can sneak up on you, or rather decimate your plants, before you have time to notice them.

So what can we do to stop them eating the plants we prize?

Here are a few suggestions without the use of chemicals.
Handpick them. Not pleasant but very effective.  Try after sunset as they are most active at night and you will have more luck if you use a torch to look at the bases of plants and under the leaves. Then drown them in a bucket of soapy water.
Water in the morning,  NOT at night and then the surface soil is likely to be dry by evening. It won’t kill them but it will reduce the damage.
Mulch plants with seaweed three inches thick. Keep it away from the stems. Slugs dislike salt and when the seaweed dries out and shrinks it leaves a rough surface for slugs to cross.
Apply strips of copper either around the top of your plant pots or as circles on edge around the plants. It is said that slugs receive an electric charge.
Apply crushed egg shells around plants. But first you will have to save up sufficient number of eggs, preferably dry the shells and then crush them but not too fine.

Set sunken beer traps in used yoghurt pots. Beer is expensive and we don’t want to have to start an Alcoholic Slugs Anonymous session so try a mixture of yeast, sugar and water which is said to work just as well.

Upturned tins, planks, plant pots and grapefruit half shells etc set with a space for them to crawl under will appeal to slugs as shelter - for you to dispose of them later.
Salt sprinkle a few grains of table salt on them when you see them. It will leave a slime trail with a dead slug/snail at the end of it.

Keep areas around plants and the borders of your plot weed free -  Weeds and grass will act as a daytime refuge for slugs and snails
If all these fail I suppose you can resort to slug pellets. If you do use pellets use bird friendly ones, use sparingly and try to put them underneath things or even in the ground when planting your potatoes.
Many believe if you can hit the slug and snail population hard, as they start to emerge, then this will reduce the size of the population for the rest of the year.
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