Manure and Composting

Manure

Supplies of a trailer loads of manure can be difficult to obtain for Down Road.

Sometimes one can collect from stables – contact the Secretary, Arthur Terry, for details.
Sometimes farmyard manure becomes available – contact Cliff Biddle.

A large tractor trailer load costs around  £50, when available, and is about 80 full barrow loads, so club together for a load and share amongst you.

Stable horse manure usually contains wood shavings or paper, which does consume nitrogen during the rotting or composting process. It is probably best to let it continue to compost in piles for 3-6 months, or longer, rather than using it straight away on your garden. Also it will be an advantage to add nitrogen (e.g. sulphate of ammonia) when using it.

The easiest delivery point is at the bottom of The Deans and unloaded directly onto the road but not blocking the gate entrance.

Delivery should be delayed until the trackways are firm enough for wheelbarrows not to rut, slip and slide as the committee do get concerned about damage to the grass trackway. 

You can sow Green Manures (tares for heavy soils, field beans, clovers, etc.) over either summer or winter. These fix nitrogen and increase the structure and fertility of your soil. Seed cost around 15p/sq.m  For more info - http://www.greenmanure.co.uk
Also we live by the sea and seaweed is an excellent addition to compost or to mulch with.

Composting

Members are encouraged to build their own compost bin(s).  You need materials to make a minimum size 3ft cube or better still a 4ft cube. Four old standard pallets make good side- walls if tied together but they have a limited life, which you might extend by creosoting them first and allowing them to dry out before use. There is some advantage to be gained in lining the insides with polythene.
The pre-fabricated compost bins that are produced from a series of planks that interlock together work well and cost around £20.  

Wire mesh or old rolled steel roofing or building side panels, NOT asbestos, will also work well. 
Proprietary plastic round compost bins can be used like the ones available from the local authority but the capacity is not very big and personally I have not found these to be particularly successful but it does depend largely on what you put in them and how often you turn the contents. Try to alternate layer drier material with wetter softer material.

Too much dry or woody material is best avoided.

It is recommended that you turn the compost to introduce air and stimulate a faster composting rate. However this is tedious and not very easy unless you have a second compost bin nearby. Most of us are prepared to wait a little longer for our compost.

You can purchase a devise that spikes into the compost and then opens up two arms as you lift it out again bringing the lower layers to the top of your heap.

What should you compost?

Almost anything that you have grown on your allotment or garden except plant material which is perennial, diseased or undesirable weed (couch, bindweed, etc.). 
Any woody stems should be chopped up fine like with a shredder.  
Grass cuttings? Yes, most definitely providing that they do not have any residual weedkiller in them. Grass cuttings act as an accelerator and you almost cannot have too much . Vegetable peelings etc as well. 
Autumn tree fallen leaves can be added BUT they do take probably two years to break down. Shred if possible. 
We are near the coast so seaweed is a good addition to compost as it contains many trace elements.
Try to get a 50/50 mix of green and dry vegetation in thin layers.

By all means add some fertile soil in layers as it contains microbes and wildlife that will assist in the process.  
There are proprietary compost accelerators available. You could use human urine.
Using your own compost in trenches works well for potatoes.
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